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COUNTY OF WETASKIWIN
FIRE GUARDIANS – 2022

Fire Permits are REQUIRED from March 1st to October 31st and may be obtained from the Fire Guardian in your area. 

An application for a Fire Permit should be made two or three days prior to the first day of burning. A Permit will be issued for a maximum ten-day period 
beginning from the date of issue; however certain conditions may be required in order for a permit to be issued. If an extended period is required for 

burning, application must be made for another Fire Permit after the first Permit is terminated. 

DIVISION	1	
Angus	Ridge	–	Haultain	–	New	Sweden	–	Gwynne	

BRIANNA TANCOCK     780.312.4640 

CHAD IRWIN     780.312.3192 

DIVISION	2	
Coal	Lake	

RAY BOEVE     780.387.6375 

TIM HOOGLAND     780.387.8531 

DIVISION	3	
Bearhills	Lake	–	Lone	Ridge	-	Usona	

JOHN DARGATZ     780.352.1037 

KEN CHERNIAK     780.352.4066 

DIVISION	4	
Hillside	–	Porto	Bello	-	Pipestone	

HERB & FAY WATERS     780.985.3872 

KATHY JACOBI     780.352.4642 

DIVISION	5	
Falun	–	Westerose	-	Mulhurst	

WAYNE GIST     780.361.8624 

HERB & FAY WATERS     780.985.3872 

ALBERT FAULKNER     780.389.3336 

DIVISION	6	
Battle	Lake	–	WinMield	-	Yeoford	

CHRISTINE WOODS     780.682.2165 

ALBERT BRANDL     780.696.2547 

CHARLES COLLISSON     780.542.0943 

DIVISION	7	
Buck	Lake	–	Alder	Flats	

GIL LECHELT     780.388.2384 

MARY ARSENEAU     403.612.5591 

AMY THOMPSON     780.898.4803 

 

Alberta Agriculture & Forestry 
(for permits in the Forest Protection Area) 

1-403-845-8272

PERMISSION TO BURN STUBBLE: 
Under the Soil Conservation Act the County of Wetaskiwin has the authority to issue Stubble Burning Permits. 

These permits are issued on an individual basis and a site inspection must be performed. 
Contact the Director of Agricultural Services, Stephen Majek at 780.361.6226 to obtain a Stubble Burning Permit. 

YOUR RESPONSIBILITY AS A HOLDER OF A FIRE PERMIT: 
1. A Fire Permit gives authority to the permittee to set a fire according to the regulations and the terms and conditions printed on the Permit. Conditions 

stated on your fire permit must be strictly adhered to. You may be liable for fire suppression costs or penalties as provided by law for any damage that may 
occur while burning without a permit, or for failing to comply with the conditions as stated on your fire permit. 

2. A Fire Permit DOES NOT relieve the holder from the responsibility of keeping that fire under control and extinguishing, if necessary. 

Central Alberta farmer celebrates 70 
consecutive years of taking crops off

A central Alberta farmer from 
Wetaskiwin County is celebrating 
his 70th consecutive year of getting 
his crops off the field.

At 87-years-old, Ray Nelson still 
climbs into the combine and takes 
to the fields of his family-owned 
farm every harvest.

After farming his whole life, Ray 
is finally ready to retire from his 
tractor seat after the 2022 harvest.

“This will be it,” says Ray.
His son Perry Nelson officially 

took over the farm in approximate-
ly 1988, a father-son duo that has 
been in the works since Perry was 
born.

When speaking with Black Press 
Media they reminisced how Perry 
drove the truck for over 50 years 
while Ray combined. Ray himself 
inherited the farm and equipment 

from his father and uncle.
Ray says that being a farmer you 

have independence and are your 
in boss, however, when it comes 
to the harvest season, “you didn’t 
know if you wanted to get up some 
mornings.”

He states, “there is never two 
years alike.”

Through the years the Nelsons 
say that mud has been their ‘worst 
enemy’ in the fields but they have 
always found a way to make it 
through.

When asked what advice Ray 
would give to other farmers who 
also plan to hit the fields until they 
are in their late 80’s he joked, “I 
would just offer my sympathy.”

Above all he says the key to mak-
ing a harvest work and getting the 
crops off successfully is, “timing 
is everything. You do it today, not 
tomorrow.”

After retiring from farming Ray 

hopes to get his hip fixed up and 
to take his wife out dancing—a 
passion he picked up at 80-years-
old when they would travel to 
Danceland Saskatchewan to take 
part in old-time dances.

While Ray still looks at his time 
farming with fondness, he says he is 
ready to enjoy some free time and 
perhaps even a summer away from 
the farm next year.

Ray (left) and Perry (right) 
Nelson stand next to their 
combine (Shaela Dansereau/
Pipestone Flyer)

Nomadic creatures: Central Alberta 
family raising bison

Garth Parker and his wife Rosemary Parker are 
no strangers to raising a herd. However, while they 
used to be a cow/ calf operation, 25 years ago they 
traded beef for bison and haven’t looked back since.

One of the biggest differences between raising 
cattle and raising bison is the labour involved says 
Garth. While beef cows have a calving season that 
requires farmers to be quite vigilant and get involved 
if needed, it is rare that a bison will need assistance 
giving birth.

Garth says that in the 25 years they have farmed 
bison, there have only been a half dozen bison calf 
losses, a much lower fatality rate than that of beef 
cows where any number of calving issues can arise 
during the season.

He states in addition to this as they are weened a 
bison calf is a lot easier to start on grain than beef 
as you must be a lot more careful with introducing 
grain to the latter.

In addition to a less hands on calving season, Garth 
says that bison are less hands on in general.

“Bison have not been domesticated for hundreds 
and hundreds of years like a beef cow,” Garth says, 
explaining how they are still wild animals in many 
ways.

He explains that as nomadic creatures bison nat-
urally roam so when it comes to rotating pastures 
you can simply open a gate and they will go, where 

as you may need to herd your cows through.
While he still loves beef and beef farming, Garth 

says that as a leaner meat, “there are definite health 
benefits to bison over beef.”

In addition to being leaner, bison meat is quite 
high in iron.

While he wouldn’t just jump in the pen with any 
of his bison, Garth holds a special place in his heart 
for one of their 10-year-old bison, Gerty, who was 
bottle fed and has a strong bond to the Parkers.

“They bond to you so much stronger than a cow 
does,” he says.

While farming bison still has its ups and downs, 
Garth says that they don’t regret making the switch 
and look forward to the many years to come of raising 
bison in central Alberta.

The Parker family (from left to right) Jacob, 
Dalton, Rosemary, Garth, and their 10-year-old 
bison friend Gerty. (Submitted)
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